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 Hillary De Baun, the author of Starring 
Arabelle, a novel about a ninth-grader who 
aspires to be the star of her high school play, 
was published September 1, 2012. Her 
publisher is Eerdmans Books for Young 
Readers. 
 
Hillary has been writing fiction full-time since 
she left MIT, where she served on the 
administrative staff. Before that, she co-
founded and taught in the first integrated 
preschool in Talladega County, Alabama and 
later co-taught a course in Children’s 
Literature at Cazenovia College in New York 
State. Starring Arabelle is her first published 
book. She lives in Hingham, Massachusetts. 
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 Contact Me: 

I’m available for book signings, 
discussions, and school visits. Drop me 
a note or give me a call. 
 
Email:   hillarydebaun@gmail.com 
Phone:   781-749-0044 

 
 
 Hillary De Baun contemplates the 

meaning of friendship in its many guises. 
 
~ Kirkus Reviews 
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Critical Acclaim For Starring Arabelle 
 
Hillary De Baun contemplates the meaning of friendship in its many guises. A 
poignant parallel plot involving  Arabelle’s volunteer work at a local nursing home 
elevates this story beyond the traditional quirky-girl-conquers-high-school 
scenario. Arabelle’s blossoming friendships with several memorable residents 
ultimately transform her perspective on life and herself. Effervescent and 
optimistic, Arabelle demonstrates that on stage or off, everyone should take a 
starring role in her life. 

~ Kirkus Reviews: 
 
This book is not just a hoot. It’s an exemplar of masterful writing. Best of all, the 
rollicking tone of the school play, “You Can’t Take it With You,” is mirrored in 
Arabelle’s real life at Heavenly Rest, making for an old-fashioned, laugh-out-loud, 
warm-hearted novel. 

~ Cynthia Levinson (Author of “We’ve Got a Job”) 
 
If you were ever stage-struck when you were a teen, or know a kid who is now, this 
is the perfect book. Arabelle is a warm, funny, and realistic character. She’ll really 
grab your heart and leave you longing for a sequel. 

~ Pat Sherman (Author of “Ben and the Emancipation  
   Proclamation”) 

Starring Arabelle is available in independent and chain bookstores, and online 
at Eerdmans, Barnes & Noble, Amazon, and many other fine e-tailers. 
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